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Abstract: This study aims to explore the implementation of the Stay
and Stray method in teaching recount text reading to eighth graders
at SMP Muhammadiyah 8 Tanggulangin. A descriptive qualitative
research approach was utilized, incorporating observations,
interviews, and questionnaires for data collection. Observation sheets
were used to gather data on the method's implementation, while
guestionnaires and interview sheets were employed to capture
students' responses to using the Stay and Stray method in reading
lessons. The findings revealed that the teacher effectively applied the
Stay and Stray method according to its procedural steps. These steps
included forming groups, designating stayers and strayers within
each group, discussing texts in groups, having strayers gather
information from stayers in other groups, and then presenting the
acquired information. Additionally, 75% of the students reported that
this method significantly increased their engagement in reading
classes. Their feedback also suggested that the method heightened
their curiosity and improved their understanding of the texts they
read. Furthermore, 75% of the students stated that the group activities
facilitated by this method made it easier for them to comprehend the
text.
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INTRODUCTION
Reading is a part of language skills that the students have to

master. Due to the fact that it is receptive, it must be learned through
comprehension. As Harmer (2002:207) states that, the key success of
teaching receptive skill is giving students some comprehension tasks. To
master an excellent reading skill, student must be able to achieve
comprehension level of reading. This involves good understanding and
good ability of acquiring important information from the text. In order to
achieve those aspects, the students have also to master language
components, namely vocabulary and grammar. Therefore, mastering
those are compulsory for the students in order to support mastering
reading comprehension skKill.

According to Permendikbud no 37 year 2018, there are five
genres text that junior high school students have to learn in reading skill
l.e. narrative, procedure, descriptive, recount, and report,. In order to
master those texts, the students have to be able to reach the junior high
school student’s competence for reading skill. According to English
Basic Competence, the reading competence aims the students understand
text in daily life context and access any knowledge from all texts
mentioned. In the other words, the students should be able to acquire any
knowledge from the text, they are the information, generic structure, and
language feature.

In fact, there are problems in teaching reading. One of the main
factors is that the students are lack of understanding towards certain texts
in their class. It appears in reading activity because most students are lack
of grammar understanding and vocabulary usage in context
understanding. Sometimes, although the students have understood the
meaning of a difficult word on passage, they possibly do not understand
the passage because they are accustomed to understanding the meaning
of a difficult word in isolation. Most students face this problem because
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of their lack of grammar understanding. Finally, they have no choice but

to ask another student in order to understand what the text about. In case
ateacher asks the students to read and to understand the text individually,
they do it in individual way first. But they work together with their friends.
They get difficulties in understanding vocabularies, specific information,
main idea and information from the text. Moreover, reading activity in a
classroom being mess.

Secondly, the teacher’s teaching way is another factor which
causes teaching reading doesn’t succeed. It often happens because the
teacher applies a conventional way of teaching reading. The teacher can
not create a lively classroom situation in reading activity because he
applies a monotonous way i improving students’ reading skill After
asking the students to read the text individually, the teacher discusses the
text with all students by asking some students to read aloud and to
translate sentences of the passage one by one. On the last section, the
teacher asks the students to answer questions related to the passage
together. Some students who have turn to do those teacher’s command,
pay attention to the text discussion, and directly understand the text by
reading individually will understand the text well. Yet, others will not
have it. Consequently, they will get bored and have less motivation in
reading and understanding certain text in reading activity because of
those factors. One of the special characteristics of language learners is
they have less motivation because they don’t have a clear understanding
of why they are learning and what they are getting out of it (Harmer,
2014:40).

The third factor that causes the problems teaching reading is the
text itself. Several texts that have the same topic are not always in same
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level. They are different in term of the content of the text. In many cases,
the material or the text that the teacher gives to the students is not
appropriate to their level. Consequently, the students can not understand
at all because the text is too difficult for them. Moreover, when it happens
in reading activity, the objective of reading skill is difficult to reach. Thus,
sometimes it is not easy to teach this text in reading class. The teacher
must be able to apply appropriate technique in order to facilitate and
encourage students reading and understanding certain text in reading
class.

Recount text is one the texts that junior high school students
have to master. This text is taught at eighth grade students. Recount text
is a text that tells series of story or experience in the past. The generic
structures of this text are Orientation, events, and reorientation. The
orientation on this text describes the characters, place, and time of the
story. The events explain the series of activities happen on the story.
Reorientation describes writer’s feeling or mood of the story. In writing
recount text, the write must use simple past tense as the language feature.
The events on the text must be explained using past form.

Based on the illustration above, there is a need of an appropriate
technique which is applied by the teacher in teaching language that will
create classroom circumstances lively and encourage students’
motivation. Moreover, the students will not get bored easily when the
teacher applies an appropriate and interesting technique in learning
language, particularly reading activity. Eventually, when a teacher is able
to apply to the students, they will easily understand the text that they read.
As Abbot (1981:82) states that choosing appropriate teaching techniques
is one of the ways that has the learners read efficiently the reading text.
Cooperative Learning is a teaching technique which offers ways to
organize group work to enhance learning and increase academic
achievement (Kessler, 1992:1). This technique has each learner interact
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with others and all learners are motivated to increase each other’s

learning. It will also avoid a disorganized classroom circumstance
because the students will work cooperatively one another. Jigsaw, STAD,
Think-Pair-Share, Inside-Outside Circles, and Stay-stray are some types
of cooperative learning which involves each learner interacts with others
by sharing a topic or information which each learner has got. According
to those explanations abowve, stay and stray is one of cooperative learning
techniques that is appropriate applied to teach reading, particularly
teaching reading recount text.

Stay and stray involves students’ cooperative activity
during learning activity. In Stay and stray technique, the students’ roles
are finding some information by straying to other group and staying on
their own group place giving any information to other group who is
looking for it. As Steven (2006:193) states Stay and Stray technique gets
groups share with other groups rather than with entire class and role the
students as stayer and strayer. In the other words, the students are divided
into groups. They have to cooperate discussing certain topic in which
they can discuss and share any information of the text, grammar and
vocabulary difficulties. After discussing the topic, they have to share it
to other group and get information from other groups. Therefore, there
must be students who are staying in their group’s seat and students who
are straying to other groups. Stay and stray technique will encourage
students’ motivation in learning certain material particularly discussing
activity because it involves the students sharing and motivating each
other in a group. It also has the students help each other in a group in
order to complete each group member’s lack of understanding a text in
reading activity. Furthermore, it encourages students’ interest because
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they don’t only stay on the table discussing the topic but also move
around to other group finding any information. This teaching technique
sometimes is appropriate to be applied in one type of reading texts but is
impossible to other texts.

The writer selected one previous study from a thesis entitled
“The Implementation of Student Team Achievement Division (STAD)
Technique in Teaching Vocabulary of Descriptive Text to The Seventh
Graders of SMP N 1 Taman” written by Galuh Wijayanti (2009). In that
thesis, the writer aimed to know the implementation of STAD technique
in teaching vocabulary of descriptive text to the seventh graders of SMP
N 1 Taman and to know the students’ response toward the
implementation of STAD technique in learning vocabulary. From the
result of that thesis, she concluded that the cooperative-STAD could
improve students’ vocabulary mastering in teamwork.

Based on the previous study, the writer wants to know whether
another cooperative learning, stay and stray is also effective to teach or
to improve another point in learning a language, which is reading. There
is a similarity between this study and the previous study. Both of them
use cooperative learning technique in teaching English, but in different
point. The previous study dealt with vocabulary but in this thesis, the
writer chooses reading skill of Recount text.

Based on the background description above, thus the researcher
did research of the use of stay and stray technique in teaching reading
recount text. This research is based on the following reasons. First, stay
and stray technique has the students to cooperate each other discussing
and understanding certain topic in a group. Second, straying activity
could overcome students’ boredom and motivate them in reading class.
And the third, this technique can avoid disorganized classroom
circumstances because the students work cooperatively in a group.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

The Definition of Reading

Reading has complex definition. Many experts define reading
based on their own point of view. Possibly, one expert will have different
definition of reading with another expert. Nuttal (2005:3) defines reading
as getting information or message from text. This definition describes the
writer has a message which is written in form of text. He/she wants to
share a message to the reader. And he expects the reader is able to
understand the message. Reading has complex definition. Many experts
define reading based on their own point of view. Possibly, one expert will
have different definition of reading with another expert. Nuttal (2005:3)
defines reading as getting information or message from text. This
definition describes the writer has a message which is written in form of
text. He/she wants to share a message to the reader. And he expects the
reader is able to understand the message.

Cooper (2010:3) states that reading is a process of constructing
and developing meaning of printed text. The readers must bring their
prior knowledge while they are constructing meaning of the text. They
have to have their prior knowledge connect to the information of the text.
As Nunan (2003) states reading is a process to build meaning of a text by
combining the information and their own background knowledge.

Reading is also defined getting information from a text in
criticizing it. Budiharso (2004) defines reading as the ability to examine
the tone and structure of the text critically, evaluate the message,
remember the content and apply the acquired knowledge in aflexible and
creative way.
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Briefly, according to definition abowve, reading is an active activity. The
reader should have prior knowledge in order to gain information from the
text. Reader should be able to have his prior knowledge connect to the
information of the text. Furthermore He also should able to get and to
evaluate some message from the written text
Recount Text
Recount text is one the texts that junior high school students have
to master. This text is taught at eighth grade students. Recount text is a
text that tells series of story or experience in the past. The generic
structures of this text are Orientation, events, and reorientation. The
orientation on this text describes the characters, place, and time of the
story. The events explain the series of activities happen on the story.
Reorientation describes writer’s feeling or mood of the story. In writing
recount text, the write must use simple past tense as the language feature.
The events on the text must be explained using past form.
Stay and stray is one type of cooperative learning technique

which emphasizes group of students share with other groups in a
classroom Kagan in Steven (2006:193). A group of students have to share
information to other group. The information is usually aresult of problem
solving. Kagan in Steven (2006:193) explains what the students have to
do in Stay and Stray Teaching Technique. There will be some students’
role in applying this technique. A brief explanation of applying Stay and
Stray technique mechanisms and the role’s of the students, they are:
1. Groups complete a task
2. Two or three group members leave the group and stray individually

to other groups.
3. The remaining group member (s), the stayers, explain what their

group has done to the visiting strayers, who ask questions and provide

feed back.
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4. Strayers return to their home group and report what they learned,

while stayers report on the feedback they received.
5. Groups can revise their work, and another round of Stay-Stray can

take place with new strayers.
METHODOLOGY

In this study, the researcher chose to apply a descriptive
gualitative research. The purpose of choosing this design in this study is
to portray the phenomenon through interview, observing and
documenting (Ary et al. 2010). The researcher described all the activities
while conducting the research. The researcher wanted to know how to
implement Stay and Stray in teaching reading. Moreover, the researcher
used a descriptive qualitative approach to explore, analyze and describe
all of them clearly.

The subjects of the study were English teacher and students in the
eighth graders of SMP Muhammadiyah 8 Tanggulangin. The researcher
chose the subjects since the teacher had much experience in teaching
reading using stay and stray teaching methods. This study used
observation, interview, ans questionnaire as the data collection technique.
The instrument of observation sheet was used to get the data of the
implementation of stay and stray, while the instrument of questionnaire
and interview sheet were used to get the data of students’ responses
toward the implementation of stay and stray in learning reading. In
analysis the data, The researcher used Miles and Huberman (1994) data
analysis model. The steps of data analysis were data collection,
condensation, data display, and conclusion drawing/verification.

FINDING AND DISCUSSION

The Implementation of Stay and Stray in Teaching Reading
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The discussion was presented on this study in order to relate the
findings of the research to the supporting theory. The data findings of the
implementation of Stay and Stray showed that the teacher had applied
stay and stray teaching method correctly based on proper steps. The
teacher started implementing this method by dividing the students into a
group of four. He then asked the group to determine two members
became stayers, and two others were strayers. After each group had
determined the roles, the teacher explained them the roles of each stayer
and strayer and the rule of the activity. The teacher then shared a recount
English passage to be discussed in each group. The teacher also gave a
paper contained question in which the answer should be got from other
groups. After discussing the text, each strayers had to move to other
groups to get the information or the answer of the question. The stayers,
on the other hand, stayed in each group to share information to strayers
from other groups. The teaching steps above were appropriate to the
syntaxes or principles of stay and stray written by Kagan in Steven
(2019:193).

The finding of observation also showed that the classroom
condition was very live. Most students were very active in learning
reading using stay and stray. In discussing text activity, many students
actively involved to discuss the content of the text. The students who did
not understand the meaning of the words or the sentences enthusiastically
asked to the students who knew it in a group. On the other hand, the good
English student in a group was pleased helping others to understand the
content of the text. The group discussion was really powerful in teaching
activity (Johnson and Johnson, 2013). The students’ activeness in
learning activity could also be seen in staying and straying session. The
strayers of each group looked excited when visiting other groups to get
the information they needed. Some strayers looked relax in moving from
one group to other groups, while others were hurry to visit other groups
to get the information as soon possible. The students’ confidence also
emerged in learning reading using stay and stray. This situation was
existing when the two representatives from each group had to present
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their text and the information they got from other groups. All presenters

looked very confidence delivering the content of the text to other students.

Although their answers were not very accurate, they did not fell shy and

under pressure. They could still smile deliver the answer to other students.

One of the factors that made the confidence was from their group and

teacher psychological support. And, it was related to the theory from

Johnson and Jhonson (2013) that students’ motivation can be encouraged
by their friends or teacher in cooperative activity.

The data of observation also showed that the teacher successfully
played his important role in teaching reading using stay and stray. The
first, the teacher successfully explained every single step rule of stay and
stray activity clearly. The students just needed once instruction, and then
they could run the instruction properly. The second, the teacher was very
good in monitoring each group when discussing the text. The teacher did
not only keep silent when visiting particular group, but he also checked
group understanding about the text. The teacher sometimes helped the
group who got difficulty to understand the text by giving them the clue.
The important of teacher role to be facilitator in group discussion is relate
to the theory written by Harmer (2014). The third great role of the teacher
could also be seen when the strayers were visiting stayers. Though the
classroom looked little bit crowded, the teacher could still organize it well.
Teacher must be able to organize the classroom effectively in order to
create positive classroom atmosphere (Harmer, 2014.

Students’ Response toward the Implementation of Stay and Stray in
Leaming Reading

According to the finding from the data of questionnaire, we could
take some discussions. Based on the data of questionnaire about students
feeling taught by group discussion method, most students said that the
atmosphere more life. The data from the interview also showed that one
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of the students interviewed said that when he was taught by group
discussion method, he felt curious and more active in comprehending the
material reading during reading class. The data from the questionnaire
also presented that most students were joyful to be taught by the teacher
who usually implemented group discussion teaching method. Moreover,
stay and stray became one of group discussion teaching method which
could be implemented in reading class.

From the finding of data questionnaire, we could also have a
discussion about students’ feeling or response when learning reading
using stay and stray teaching method. According to students’ answer,
most of students said that stay and stray was able to make them to become
more active and curious during reading class. The data from interview
also showed that one of the reasons why the student liked Stay and stray
was caused by the method was not bored and made them curious and
active in the classroom. Stay and stray was also able to encourage
students’ excitement in reading class. This statement was proven by the
finding from the questionnaire; it was many students could enjoy reading
class using stay and stray method. The data from the interview also
showed that the student felt very enthusiastic to learn reading using stay
and stray because they did many movements and team work for
comprehend the text during reading class. They did not just sit on the
chairs, but the teacher also asked them to do many movements in solved
and answered the topic material discussed. Dealing with whether Stay
and stray was able to improve students’ reading ability, most students
said that this method successfully helped them to improve reading.
Furthermore, this method was successfully able to make most students
feel joyful in reading class, but it had not successfully to improve all
students’ reading ability.

CONCLUSION

The teacher had implemented stay and stray in teaching reading
of recount text precisely based on the syntaxes of the method itself. The
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steps which the teacher had used were asking the students to make a

group and determining the stayers and strayed in each group, discussing
a text in a group, asking strayers to get information from stayers of other
groups, and presenting the information got. The implementation of stay
and stray in teaching reading also helped the students to be more active
to follow every single activity in reading class.

Students’ responses toward the implementation of Stay and Stray
showed that 75% students agreed that this method successfully helped
them to be more active reading class. From their response, it could also
be concluded that this method was able to make them more curious in
understanding the text they read. 75% students also said that the group
activity of this method help them to understand the text easily.

REFERENCE

Abbott, et al. 1981. The Teaching at an International Language: A
Practical Guide. Glasgow and London.

AE Bartz . 1976. "Basic statistical concepts in education and the
behavioral sciences. Minneapolis :Burgess Publishing Company"

Arikunto, Suharsono. 2001. Dasar-Dasar Evaluasi Pendidikan. Jakarta:
Bumi Aksara,

Ary, Lucy & Sorensen. (2010). Introduction to research in Education. 8th
ed. Kara parsons and Dimitri Hagnere. New York: Wadsworth

Ary, Donald, Lucy Chesen Jacobs and Asghar Razaviah. 1985:
Introduction to Research in Education. New York: Holt, Rinehart
and Winston.

Brown, H. Douglas. 2015. Teaching by Principles: An Introduction to
Language Pedagogy: Fourth Edition. New York: Addison Wesley
Longman.

Brown, H. Douglas. 2004. Language Assessment: Principles and
Classroom Practice. San Francisca: Pearson Education Inc.

148



- Muhammad Affif Muzabid and Faishol Hadi
THE USE OF THE STAY AND STRAYMETHOD...

Budiharso, Teguh. 2004. Prinsip dan Strategi Pengajaran Bahasa.
Surabaya: Lutfansyah Mediatama.

Cooper. 2010. Teaching Effective Learning Strategies Centre for
Evaluation Development Research Phi. Delta Kappa.

Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research Planning, conducting, and
evaluating quantitative and qualitative research (4th Ed.). Boston,
MA Pearson

Departemen Pendidikan Nasional. 2006. Standar Isi dan Standar
Kompetensi Kelulusan: Mata Pelajaran Bahasa Inggris. Jakarta:
Depdiknas.

Depdikbud Jatim. 1998. Mata Pelajaran Bahasa Inggris SMA. Jakarta:
Depdikbud

Doddy. 2008. Look Ahead: An English Course for Senior High School
Students Year Xl, Science and Social Study Program. Jakarta:
Erlangga

Harmer, Jeremy. 2014. The Practice of English Language Teaching the
Fifth Edition. England: Longman

Jhonson and Jhonson. 2013 Cooperation in the Classroom: Ninth
Edition. Edina: Interaction Book Company

Kagan, S. (1992). Cooperative Learning. San Juan Capistrano, CA:
Resources for Teachers.

Kessler, Carolyn (Ed.). 1992. Cooperative Learning: A teachers
resource book. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall Regents.

Kothari, C.R. (2004) Research Methodology: Methods and Techniques.
2nd Edition, New Age International Publishers, New Delhi

Kustaryo, Sukirah. 1998. Reading Techniques for College Students.
Jakarta: Depdiknas

Mc Millan. James, H. and Sally Schumacher. 1992. Research In
Education: A Conceptual Introduction. New York: Harper Collins
College Publisher

Miles, M.B., Huberman, M. (1994). Qualitative Data Analysis: A Methods
Sourcebook 2nd Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications

Nunan, David. 2003. Practical English Language Teaching. New York:
Mc Graw Hill Companies, Inc.

Nuttal, Cristine, 2005. Teaching Reading Skills in Foreign Language.
London: Heineman Educational Books, Ltd.

149



JELTII
Journal of English Language Teaching and Islamic Integration
Vol. 7 No. 2, July 2024
Slavin, R. E. 1995. Cooperative learning: Theory, research, and practice.
Boston: Allyn & Bacon.
Steven. 2006. Cooperative Learning and Second Language Teaching.
USA: Cambridge.

Sugiyono. (2015). Metode Penelitian Pendidikan (Pendekatan
kuantitatif, kualitatif, dan R&D). Bandung, Indonesia: Alfabeta
Willis, Hulon. 1969. Structure, Style, and Usage: The Rhetoric of

Exposition. 2nd Ed. USA: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc.

150



